Easterton Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY, 14th NOVEMBER, 2011

AT 7.30PM IN EASTERTON VILLAGE HALL.

PRESENT:         Mr. C. Saunders (Chairman), Mr. S. White (Vice-Chairman),

                           Mr. R. Bulson, Mrs. M. Waters, Mr. R. Firth,  Mr. K. Jenssen,
                           Mrs. S. Allen,  Mrs. S. Deegan (Clerk) and Representatives from

                           WRHA and WCLT (part).          
APOLOGIES:
  There were none.  
1.     MINUTES
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 17th October, 2011, which had previously been circulated by email, were taken as read and approved as a true and accurate record.  These were then duly signed by the Chairman.

2.     MATTERS ARISING

2.1   Stream/Drains and Village Flooding (See also Emergency Planning)
With regard to the silt build-up in the overflow culvert under Oak Lane plus the gulley pot in the area immediately above the main stream which was reported at the last meeting, Bob Bulson said that everything was all right at the moment so it was presumed that the problems reported to Danny Everett, WC, had been satisfactorily acted upon.

With regard to the survey that had been carried out regarding the ‘at risk’ 15/16 properties in the High Street and the meeting which had taken place in October between Mouchel, Highways (Wiltshire Council), the Environment Agency, the Chairman and Bob Bulson it was noted that the next stage would be to deliver “participation” documents to the relevant householders.  The Flood Working Group would be distributing these on receipt from Wiltshire Council.
In respect of the gully pot at the top end of The Drove bordering Kings Road, although some progress had been made the necessary works to ensure its full effectiveness were still to be undertaken.  In this context it was felt necessary to establish the ownership for the ditch beside the field at the top of The Drove.  It was intended to speak with the solicitors who were dealing with the estate of the late Mrs. Jackson.  The Chairman said that nothing further had happened since the October meeting and that he was waiting to hear from Paul Snook to take matters forward.
The Chairman further advised that a “telemetry” meeting was due to take place on 30th November led by WC, the aim being to investigate the possibility of pre-warning ‘at risk’ householders (by telephone) of impending flooding once the rising water level trigger point had been reached.

2.2    Planning
2.2.1 Comparo Ltd. (Jam Factory Site), Kings Road, Easterton. App.No.K/58261/F

Prior to the formal start of business the Chairman welcomed two special guests, namely Mrs. Gill Shell, CE of Wiltshire Rural Housing Association and Ms. Rose Seagrief, Manager of the Wiltshire Community Land Trust who had been invited to provide an informal briefing on the planning implications of any revised proposals for the previously approved former Jam Factory site as well as development possibilities for the land known as “ Halstead Farm”.

In the informal briefing which followed attention was paid to the possible identification of key points that could be used for the benefit of the Village.  Councillors were advised that there was already a Local Plan in place and a Core Strategy was currently out for consultation which could result in making approval for future development slightly harder to achieve.  With regard to a Neighbourhood Plan, it might be considered appropriate to ask Comparo to provide funding for this activity should it be decided to proceed in this direction.
The meeting was reminded that when the local housing survey was conducted this showed that the original requirement for 21 affordable homes was excessive thus leading to the eventual reduction to 9.  It was noted that Comparo had delayed signing the 106 Agreement until 12th April, 2010 and April, 2013 is when they must commence work on the site which was subject to 34 planning conditions.  It was possible that Comparo could put in a new planning application whilst still keeping the existing permission “alive”.  They could also apply for an extension of the existing planning permission which might have the effect of reinstating the 50% social housing requirement.

It was pointed out that the Halstead Farm site was in the Conservation Area and the previous owner could not obtain planning permission for development.  Furthermore, in 1987 the Planning Inspector had said “no” to a planning application and Highways had objected to its development.

Under the changes in the legal framework covering development there could be the possibility of holding a local referendum which would require 50% support in favour of any proposed development.
The Wiltshire Community Land Trust could be of assistance in helping Easterton Village to gain knowledge in respect of acquiring the Halstead Farm site and using it for the benefit of the community.  It may be that this could be done as part of the negotiations on any amendment to the current plans to develop the Jam Factory site.

Following a brief discussion the Chairman thanked both special guests for their time/input and the meeting noted that there was a public consultation event in the Village Hall on 19th November and a flyer had been circulated with the Echoes.

Finally, it was once again noted that although the grass had been cut in the field adjoining Haywards Place the rubbish was still there and increasing and the promised work on  footpath no. 1 border fence (including the removal of a dead tree) had not been carried out. The Chairman expressed his dissatisfaction with this position and said he would make urgent representations in an effort to expedite matters.
2.2.2  Mrs. G. Whittome, Owls Cottage, 48 White Street, Easterton

App. No. E/10/0308/S73 – Validated 15.3.10
The above application to allow for use of the building as either holiday accommodation or an annexe met with no objection from the Parish Council.  It was noted that the legal agreement had still not been determined and the father of the applicant had moved into the annexe but WC had had no communication from Mrs. Whittome for over a year.  The application was to ensure that the annexe remained part of the dwelling as a whole and not sold off separately from the main house in the future and Rachel felt that the solicitors involved were being pedantic and as a result charging their client a lot of money for the delays.  She did not know why they wished to change the wording of the agreement – possibly to allow more flexibility for other arrangements. In response to an update on the current situation from the assigned officer, Rachel Yeomans the meeting learned that the relevant legal agreement had been “almost ready to sign” two months ago and since then it had been with Mrs. Whittome’s solicitors and Rachel had no idea why there was still a hold up.  She therefore agreed to speak to the WC solicitor again and advise. 
2.2.3  Development of Land up Oak Lane, Easterton

With regard to this land at the rear of Malt House farm, Steve Jenkins, the Enforcement Officer, said that it would be monitored on a monthly basis to see if there were any changes to the circumstances.  He last visited the site on 24th October where it was noticed that nothing had changed since his previous visit in September.
2.2.4  Vicarage Lane Nurseries, Kings Road, Easterton.  App. No. E/11/0643/FUL
Validated 29.07.11

This application, which called for change of use for horticulture to be expanded to include a woodworking and engineering training workshop, met with approval from the Parish Council and no objections had been conveyed to WC Planning.  However, although objections had been made to the application from immediate neighbours the Clerk said that she had spoken to the assigned officer, Jane Sanger, who had reported that WC was going to permit the application with conditions and that it would be written up within two weeks.
2.2.5  Hillcroft Farm House, Easterton Sands, Devizes.  App. No. E/11/0807/FUL

Validated 4.04.11

Following the refusal of this planning application, it was noted that an appeal had been lodged and an appropriate letter had been sent to the Inspectorate which reiterated the fact that the Parish Council had “no objection” to the original application and furthermore found it hard to understand the reasons advanced for its rejection by the WC Planning Department. The Chairman reported that the applicant had expressed thanks to the Parish Council for its actions and had also mentioned that in the event of the Inspector meeting him on a site visit he would not be able to have a conversation regarding this matter unless the Inspector was accompanied.  It was noted that only 25% of appellants were successful.
2.2.6  Fairview Farm, 50 White Street, Easterton, Devizes.  App. No. E/2011/1087/FUL

Validated 10.08.11

The above application to install dormer windows forming part of a loft conversion received no objections from the meeting and this had been conveyed to Wiltshire Council.  On investigation the Clerk had established that this submission had been allowed; written confirmation was awaited.
2.2.7  Manor Cottage, High Street, Easterton, Devizes.  App. No. E/20                  11/1130/FUL

Validated 16.08.11

There were no objections from the Parish Council to this application for alterations and extensions and Wiltshire Council had been notified accordingly.  However, when the Clerk spoke to the assigned officer, Jane Sanger, she had been advised that this was refused and she agreed to send the Clerk a hard copy of the reasons for this decision.  This was noted.
2.2.8  Plot Adjacent to 6 Oak Lane, Easterton, Devizes.  App. No. E/2011/1147/FUL

Validated 23.08.11

The meeting had no objections to the proposed installation of an air source heat pump as long as any concomitant noise considerations would be properly addressed. This was advised to Wiltshire Council and the Clerk reported that the latter had granted permission.
2.2.9  No. 13 High Street, Easterton

Following an enquiry regarding solar panels and whether or not there was a requirement for planning permission to be obtained, the Clerk had asked the WC Planning Liaison Officer to look into the situation in regard to the above property (which was in the Conservation Area) and report back.  This was noted.
2.3   Village Hall Play Area
The two areas of concern which had been identified by RoSPA had not yet been progressed.  Hopefully the branches which were overhanging the Burma Bridge would be tackled by the Chairman and Councillor Bulson in the near future. With regard to the surface at the rear of the Village Hall which required attention the Chairman said he was currently investigating the cost of patching/resurfacing the problem area, including the possible applications and the labour involved.
2.4   General Rubbish
The Clerk said that the final amenity skip was scheduled for 18th November at the Jam Factory between 9.00am – 11.30am.  A letter advising all residents of the new arrangements/collections had been sent out from WC at the end of October but no one present had yet received a new blue-lidded wheelie bin although 28th November had been the date given for first collections.
2.5.   Traffic and Road Conditions

2.5.1  Footpaths and Byways

With regard to bridleway no. 26 (towards Urchfont) which had been fenced off to contain pigs,  no follow up action was required as the order to divert this route would be confirmed if there were no objections and the definitive map altered accordingly.
The Clerk said that she had now received a response from the Footpath Warden with reference to the outstanding works on the byway between the Holleys and Honeywood Stables as well as other various matters that needed to be attended to in order to ensure that all footpaths were properly signed etc. She said that Wiltshire Highways would be clearing along the route of Oak Lane over the winter months, ready for some road planings which she was hoping for the spring.  She also said that she had checked on the signs which needed to be replaced as per our map and had added these to her list for attention but this was not such a high priority as the clearance on Oak Lane.

Referring to footpath no. 32 Esther said that because the route of the path was still available there was really nothing that she could do about the problems with private vehicular access.

2.5.2.  Hedges
With regard to the hedge along footpath no. 6 Councillor Firth said that Dr. Cayford was currently abroad and it had not been possible to make any contact with him. In the circumstances it was felt that the Clerk should speak to Esther Daly and explain the situation.
2.5.3.  Potholes/ Road Surfaces

With regard to the road surface at the junction of Kings Road and the High Street Paul Snook said that Highways may be able to fill the worst potholes at the bottom of Kings Road with tub tar; however, the majority lacked depth so he was not sure how well the tub tar would hold.
2.5.4  Pavements

The Clerk said that she had been chasing Paul Snook to arrange for the grass on top of the curb stones from the Manor to Drove Lane to be removed and he said that  this had been passed on to the Parish Steward for action even though two thirds of the footway in question was in Market Lavington.  The position would be monitored for progress.
2.6   Parish Steward
It was noted that the next scheduled dates for intended visits were Wednesday, 16th November. and Wednesday, 7th December.  These dates would be published in the Echoes as usual.
2.7  Police Liaison including Neighbourhood Watch
With the departure of Patrick Suther a communication from PCSO Fiona Marno had been received in which it was stated that the Neighbourhood Policing Team would be emailing each month an update of what had been going on in the area and any seasonal advice including events that were coming up.  She advised that it was her intention to visit all NHW co-ordinators and introduce herself over the next few weeks. An appropriate item covering all the aspects contained in her message would be included in the next edition of the Echoes.

2.8  Speedwatch

With regard to the Speedwatch initiative the Clerk reported that the first training session had been organised for that very afternoon in Easterton Village Hall for two hours.  It was hoped that five out of the seven volunteers had be able to attend.  Hopefully she would be kept informed of progress.
2.9  Area Boards
It was noted that the next Area Board meeting was due to be held on 28th November at Lavington School.
2.10  Devizes Community Area Partnership (DCAP)
Nothing to report although the Chairman said that he had attended a Parish Council Forum meeting where public rights of way and planning were the main items of discussion.

2.11  Future Parish Council Meetings
It was confirmed that the next Parish Council meeting would be held on Monday, 9th January, 2012 in the Village Hall.
2.12  Emergency Planning Service

The Chairman reported that the intention was to install an “emergency box” in the corner of the Village Hall car park underneath the telegraph pole.  This would house various items including flooding signs, reflective jackets, torches etc.
2.13  Update from Wiltshire Council 
The Chairman read out the terms of a letter which he had sent to Councillor Grundy concerning his recent non attendance at Parish Council meetings and failure to reply to emails.  A response had been received apologising for these matters and at the same time pointing out that his Wiltshire Council commitments were considerable and accordingly his time was extremely limited.  The meeting expressed its disappointment that Councillor Grundy had not been able to attend on this occasion nor, for that matter, send his apologies for absence.
2.14   Parish Gardener

On reviewing the draft amended Parish Gardener’s contract, it was agreed to include reference to the need to tend to the footpaths from April to November with a final cut/clearance being made in November to ensure that they were in good condition for the winter months.  It was agreed that the Clerk should initially liaise with Gerald Kelsey on these proposed amendments.
2.15  Village Website
It was noted that there had been various problems with the Village website and it would seem that these difficulties emanated from Wiltshire Council rather than from Ken Morrison. This was still the case and he had confirmed that he wanted to retain ‘ownership’ for the entire site, at least for the time being in order to ensure that full security was maintained.
2.16  Village Millennium Planters

It was agreed that it would be helpful if the Vice-Chairman was to approach the ‘adopted’ owners of the apparently neglected millennium planters to see if they would like to hand over responsibility for maintenance to the one person who had indicated their willingness to take on this role.
2.17  Diamond  Jubilee Celebrations

As previously reported the Devizes Area Board had £6,000 to distribute between 18 parishes in respect of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  The Village Forum was considering organising a community event similar in content to the recent Royal Wedding celebrations.  The Chairman reported that having had contact with St. Barnabas School it seemed that medals rather than mugs were the favoured commemorative items.  As agreed at the previous meeting the Parish Council would provide an appropriate financial contribution, the precise amount yet to be decided.  It was noted that the next Forum meeting was due to be held on 28th November following which it should be possible to progress the completion of the funding bid application form.

2.18   Lamppost (32) at Haywards Place adjacent to Footpath No. 1/Garages

Councillor Waters confirmed that the ineffective lamppost, no. 32, still required attention.  The Clerk said that she had taken the necessary follow-up action but it seemed that the required work was still outstanding.  She said she would pursue the matter with Paul Snook once again.
3.     CORRESPONDENCE

3.1   Precept 2012/2013

The Clerk reported that the deadline for submission was 20th January, 2012 and she would prepare a draft budget paper for circulation before the next meeting.  With regard to any special items to be included it was suggested that a nominal figure of, say, £300, might be necessary for the costs involved in the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations although it was noted that provision had been made in the current year for £500 for the Royal Wedding Celebrations and accordingly it might be possible to maintain the precept at its current level.

3.2   Burial Ground
The Clerk reported that she had reserved a double burial plot for Mr. and Mrs. Bailey who were non residents but had relatives already buried in the Drove Lane cemetery.  A cheque to cover the fees of £410 had been received.

4.     BILLS FOR PAYMENT
It was agreed to draw cheques for S.Deegan (Oct. salary): £398.44; Office Expenses: £12; Petty Cash: £60.
5.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There being no other business the meeting closed at 2l.12 hours.
CHAIRMAN:                                  


                  DATE:                                
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